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Viceroy and Governor-General, being invested at the same
time with the insignia of the Grand Crosses of the Star of
India and the Indian Empire.

Two days before that incident the Indian residents and
visitors had entertained him at a farewell luncheon presided
over by the Aga Khan. The speeches of the chairman and
the guest were of the highest order of eloquence and of great
political import.

His Highness the Aga Khan, proposing the health of Lord
and Lady Reading, said : "I rejoice in this opportunity to
participate in this gathering of Indians in London in honour
of the Viceroy-designate and to wish him God-speed in the
great mission, he goes out to discharge. It would be no
kindness to our eminent guest to seek to blink the fact that
the call he is answering is one of the most difficult that can
possibly be entrusted to any subject of the Crown at present.
He can be under no illusion on the subject. The difficulty
of the task is abundantly attested by the fact that it has been
placed on one who has reached the topmost heights of his
profession and is in the place of chief authority in the
administration of justice, and one, moreover, who has
proved himself a great ambassador and diplomatist, and
whose financial work at the Treasury in the crisis of the
early days of the War showed what an admirable Chancellor
of the Exchequer he would make. On Thursday evening
Lord Reading discountenanced the suggestion of my friend,
Sir Ali Iman, that acceptance of this position was an act
of self-sacrifice ; but we may at least be certain that, having
regard to the state of health of the gracious lady who goes
to India with him, he would not have left the great judicial
post he has adorned save under the constraining sense of
public duty. We rejoice in the courage and patriotism
which has led him to accept the call of the King-Emperor,
based as it is on the desire to give India of the very best that
English public life can offer.

" In his moving appeal at the inauguration of the Indian
Legislature at Delhi, the Duke of Connaught urged that the
unhappy events in the Punjab and the controversies to which
they gave rise should be forgotten and forgiven. ,